The origin of a number of R-factors used for genetic studies in Pseudomonas aeruginosa is described.
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It follows that the RP4 used by Heumann and his colleagues in their work on transfer of R-factors to Rhizdbium spp. (Puhler et al. 1972 ) is likely to be an R-factor of the RP1 type. Indeed the only papers that describe the original RP4 are those by Saunders & Grinsted (1972) and Sykes et al. (1972) . Henceforward the original RP4 will be renamed RP8, and 'RP4' will be retained for the plasmid distributed by Dr Datta's laboratory at the Royal Post-graduate Medical School (Table 1) . Abbreviations: N.D., not demonstrated; + , certainly occurs; ? + , transfer occurs but at very low frequency. Antibiotic resistance markers: P, Type Ilia /?-lactamase production; N/K, neomycin and kanamycin phosphorylating enzyme; T, tetracycline resistance (mechanism unknown). * These numbers refer to isolate numbers assigned by Lowbury et al. 1969 . § Isolate numbers assigned by Black & Girdwood, 1969 . Bracketed entries indicate designations that have been used in the past but are now discontinued References: 1, Black & Girdwood (1969) ; 2, Datta et al. (1971); 3, Grinsted et al. (1972); 4, Stanisich & Holloway (1971); 5, Ingram et al. (1972); 6, Saunders & Grinsted (1972); 7, Sykes et al. (1972); 8, Lowbury et al. (1969); 9, Stanisich (1972) . 
